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North Said to Pledge Reaganj’s Support

Contra Figure Cites Assurance: ‘We Were Working for the President’

Den Morgan and Walter Pincus
Wnd\&\q:m ot BRlt Wisters

The retired Aiv Furce colonel
who ran & private aiviift to the Nis
cagnguan rebels during the cutoff of
U.S. military support testified yes-
terday that Marine Lt. Col. Qllver
L. North, then a White House aide,
assured him that “we were werking
lor the president of the United
States.”

“Bob, you're never golng to get a
medal for this, but someday the
preaidait will alinhe yuus hannd und
thank you for it," retired colonel
Robert C, Dutton quoted North s
saying laat September. About that
time Dutton gave North a photo-
graph album of the Central Amaer
fcan operation and North come

mented that he wanted to show It to
his “top boss.” '

“Who did you understand Col.'
North to b referring to when he

aaid he'd like to take the phote-
geaph album to hla ‘top bose?”
asked Ken Ballen, & ataff counse! for
the House and Senate committess
whose hearings on the Itanscontea
affair entered their fourth week
yeatarday, ‘

“I "understocd he was tslking
about the president,” Dutton re-
plied,
witon testifled under a sraat of

mmunity from prosecution
that he waa in charge of the day-to-
day operailang of tha sesret privasw
nlr‘llm und:r Atih.p“mund Nortl;
and retired Air Force major Al
Richard V, Secord. sene
The photo atbum, which was

lim?

® Rewspply figure says e warnud North of pomible seandal.  Puge Al4

_ found jn North's office, is in the cus-

tody ¢f independent counsel Law-

! reoce|E, Walsh, It was.brought to

the l:ldl'l lzmmiay by an FB8{
agent| a ntified by Dutton,
Pageq of the album showed traces

of the black dusting material used
to detket fingerprints.
¢ the hearing yestarday, the
Senatp committee’s chiof counsel,
Arthur L. Liman, said there was ne
evidegce of President Reagan’s fin.
ge ts on the book.

¢ Alrlift was set up in late 1988

2 i, e

istance to begin fighting
inslde MNicarogua. Durl::la tha nent
yeoar, ‘the North-directed airlife op-
orntidn was fiaanced by donstions
and funrs diverted from the sale of
U.S. grms to [van.

On!Oct, 8, one of the airlift’s two
| e DUTTON, A18, Col £
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C123 K enrgo planes was shot down
over Nicacagua, resulting in the
death of the pilot and copilot, the
capture of Eugene Hosenfus and the
exposure of 4 U.S. role in the re-
supply ettort,
Dulton sAld

eaterdny that nt

varlous
armi had provided critical help, en-

_ahling tha aperation tg reach a Ea
L] prémher _whan K

priindn_of Aupplies wega deliver
- aholt missions, on 4

wax "no way”’ the operation ¢ouUK

hava susroodod.

TTow, Wha i3 schaduled to tentify
today in chwed weslnn under the
panndonyn, Tomas Cantilks provid
P Information to the airlift on the
ueada of individunl contra “comman-
dantes” m aouthern Niuniagua and
worked aut deop sonea for daytima
dalivery of mwnitions_and other
aquipment. Thin plan, Dutton sald,
was approvad by Noeth,

Dutton alno linked another U.8.
offictt, Army Col. Janes Hlcaly,
wamior 118 militney adyiner in El
dnlvidin, tu the epcention. Dutton
ajgh Stecle, ofter i
hi disranc from the operation,
beeame o “habyaitter” for it and
helpe] oniQe {1 opecations.

he Muntifled an Auguet 1984

messagn fran Steeke in which the
coloiel raised  GIEAtONS - ADoUt X
Jaytitne mission am recommanded
i i+ by reacheduled as o night
nissiail.
. A Heenl A officisl, |dentified
hw il (1]
“nu helpful sometimes® but “more
heptl™ in Sepfember n (he alr-
1t ran Wt a problem with a taction
T Thy Nicaraguan_fesiktance in
Honduras.
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Duttar also testified yestnrday

that.

» He hadt participatod i the lant
arms-for-hastages deal last October
and thit released howstage David P.
Jucnhaen said ducing a briefing in
the U.b. Kmbassy in Deirut that

Prarn

“frata his information he dida’t be-
Heve that wi. weuld get the other
two [hostages] until another [azm)
shipment was made,”

Whe Jacobsen returned to the
Hnired States A few cdays Intur, he
deried knowing alwut any auch deal
! waned dis aewa weabi b8
“densi b ongonkible and buck off”
from inquiries regarding reported
deals to free Americans heid in Leb-

anon.
@ He alarted Nnrth to the {gct that
11.8. Customs Service and Federal
Aviation Administeation  officials
had begun an investigation of
Southern Air Tr in Miami
after “r&pm aboard the
downed C133 X linked the company
te tho plone. North, he aald, ln-
formed him that “he had lroken to
(Attorney General Edwin| Meess
and that it would be taken care of”
A spokssman for Measa sid yes-
tarday that the attorney general had
no recoliecuon of any such wuurdi-
satlon with North in early October,
An FAA spokesman edid that oo re-
quest to delay an inspection had ever
been relayed to the agency.
2 Sixteen thousnnd dollare in cash
amunuy way aeuvered o Nuitl'd
offlee tast August, Duiton asid that &
seccetary luc Secord's company,
Stanford Tuhnaloﬁc'l‘rmm Loup
International, had plcked up 4 pache
age from Southern Alr Transpast
and deliverad it to North's secrotary,
Faw J, at the Old Bxecutive of-

fica Rui The secretacy nm
that she had slgned A hand recelpt
for $16,000,” Dutton said,

Investigators brougnt out the fact

ltm_%mm
tastifiad In & tlupywition that Dutton

hal aent her to pick up tha casn, 10
which Dutton responded that she
was mistaken. A source close to
Southarn Alr sald the plckup jnelt
was it unusual hecause the comphe
ny regularly advanced cash to eme
of the Secord entcrpriae for
uel and anlaries of crew.
8 A codwdd wassage Dutton sent tn
North Wat fall included the Jesting
suggestion: “Send Frwm, nun't cone
tinue on milk and cookies. Asked by
Rep, Henry ). Hyde (R:liL) for the
meaning” behind tha reference 1o
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North's secrerary, he responded, to
:eudgbter. “dir, that's highly clasaic

}iyde ratorted, “[ wouldn't want
that disclosed in public . , . . No one
chll 88y You exercise poor judgment

all the time, colonel.”
I a related Loas-aonten dovalops
munt  yosterduy, formar  White

House nide Jonathah Miller refused
to tentify before a federal grand jury,
qlemrdm to United Presa Interna-
tiomtl. Miller quie nis job Let weeh
after ho was kientified aw one of
those who castied travelur's checks
feom North's safe, .

{nvestigatora ami members of the
committees yesterday pucaued quess
tions saised earller ahout whether
Sscord’s enterprise, fnr which Dut-
ton worked, was motivated by profR
oc patriotiam, '

Congrens teatorac funding to the
contpa-auppuct attoet,

TMut yesterday, presacd by Sen.
Wagran B. Rudman (R-N.H) I?\l!g:\
insisted that the options were Se-
coed's inens,

Secord also testiflerd that he hw!
dacided It 1085 to give up hia profits
on Arma sales to the conteas and re-
anter government scrvice, Dutton
anid yeuterday that Secord tind nevel?
conticied that ca bl

Dutton antd that when ha wae
hived by Secord in May 1988, el
ing more than 26 years i military
sacvice, he was given two asnigne
ments. The Nrat waw to reorganise
the airlift in Central Americu, The
second was to assist In the USs.-
{ran Arms sales, for which Secord’s
operation served as the “comiver-
c&.l cutout,” provkling planes,
crews, communications and Ano-
nymity for the U.S. govarnment,

Dutton said he faund it steange to
he apending almost all of hin tlinve wa
A project—the Contenl American
alrlift——that was making no monay.
It Secord cxplained tp him that
thece was A Mong-terit , ., atcatee
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gic benefit” from being lnvolml In
the [ranlan traneactions.”

“Business channels would be
opened up because of tha ralations
that were oln" to be made by Mr.
[Albact A, im and by Mr. Se-
cord lnalde of fean ., .. When the
tima came that we oould do busi-
ness there, the hencfitn for (the

that| those contacts would siready
be made,” Dutton anid,

Cor this reasan, Dutten aaid, Se:
cord and Hakim, Secord’s husiness
partner appnuntly wary willing tn
asdign button to the contrn oper.

atlon upti} the Iranian opportimities

materialised.
Dutton described a generally har-
monious relatlonship with Secord,

MIAMI.
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who atlll employs him, and Notth,
with whom ke was in frequent con-
tact in the fina) months of the pri-
vate airlife,

llowever, it took monthe to aver-

come local red %p‘ pelitics, bad
weather and problema with the leg-

endu Fain Rodrigues, a Tormer

erators once found thamasives
locked out of their section of llo-
pango air base in Bl Salvadersmape
rammy In retallation for tha trans-

r of some 1.8 military ald to &
neighharing enuntry. Droga were
aborted bacause of bad wuathey or
because the drop aites couldn't be
located.

Rodrigues, according to Dutton,

was a “detriment” once he realised
that Dutton, North and Secor
would call the shots. A guarriilas
warfare specialist who had earneil
the respect of the Salvadorane.
Rodrigues had a close relatiouship
with the commanding eneral ap
well 88 “connections” in Washing-
ton, to Vice President Bush's om

for Rodrlgues to come to the White
Houss and, with Dutton present,

sarunac him of vhll peurity,

%o had s00n | Swcte

ity lnumpta of Rodris
(1) calls,

d, however, North de

cided to Rodrigues for feor

that *the Salvadorans would throw
us off the hese.” utton sald,

3|t8
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TESTIMONY

Robert C, Dutien, who ran privase alelii
soniras, checks hands for amlunm
wasjdua oftan dianlaving ohoto a

Col. Nosth, Dullon testifiod that Nozth said he
wanted to sBow photoa of effors to his “top boes.”
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These paints were mdo during yester
day's Iranvcontra hearing:

ON THE *TOP BOSS™
® Robert C. Uutfon, & ratrea Ar Force

" golonsl who heiped superviae the air recup:

ply operation sat up for the contras, testified
that than-White Moute aide Ofiver L. North
assured him that “we were working for the
president of the United States.” When Dut-
ton gave Notth a photo album of the Cantral
Avrerivan vpwration, Nuth comirdinted that
Ne wanted o show 1t to Nis “top boss.”

ON WARNINGS OF SCANDAL:
8 Folix |. Rodri [

Mo puUbiic. Rodriguez warnea tnat

m he gave to LL

formar assoc

helping were identifiad by Dutton as the ClAc

riguez aakd, ‘it weuld be o disaster if it was

own by eve "
ON THE CONTRA AIRLIFT: _

é

:\mnrim provided cruclal asalstance, wilow=
a3t Sap-

tember, when 188,000 pounds of suppiles_

were delivered in about 15 missions. fnose”

Saivador, Army Qel, Jamas
official known a¢ *Vince." -

ON THE DOWNED CARGO PLANE: -

' Folix |. Rodriguez, 8 former CIA oper-
. Stive also known as Max @ said hatold & Dutton said he slertad North that fed-
North that the president could be ‘de- eral officiasls hed started an investigation of

Southern Alr Transport in Miami after pa-

found aboard the downed C123 K
inked the compeny tu the plane, Narth, hé
said, toid him that “he had spoken to Meesw

""F'm Edwin P. Wilson, who holﬁ train _ and that i would be tsken care of." A’
and arm the foroes of Libyan M= spokesman far Attomey General Edwir

mar Gadhati, were invoived in the operation.  Meese lil said Messe had no recollection of:
With “the reputation that they had,” Rod- any such conversation with North,
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